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To the Right Reverend Father in 
God Edward, by Divine Providence, 
Lord Biſhop of Glouceſter. 


My Lord, 


Aving receiu'd your Lordſhip's Letter to Preach 
the Vikeation-Sermon at Campden, I was not 
long in reſolving what Points of Do@rine to in- 

- fit upon. 

The Duty of Prayer took np my Thoughts in the firſt place z 
one of the principal Duties of inful Men,though now accounted 
(if we may gueſs by their general Pradice) the leaſt of Chri- 

ſtian Obligations. J am much afraid, that they who are negli- 
gent in coming to the Publick Divine Service, are not more 
forward in the performance of this indiſpenſeble part of Reli- 
gion elſewhere. | 

Though Common Prayer is now become a ſcandalows thing 
in the Opinion of ſome (wg unto them by whom the offence 
cometh) yet I am perſuaded the more frequent uſe good and 


' wiſe Men make of it, the higher eſteem they muſt have for it. 


Diſcourſing once about the Excellency of onr Service-Book, 
Cas ſome Men call it by way of contempt, as if Book: Prayer 
was altogether Antichriſtian) with a Miniſter of the Presbyte- 
rian Communion, upon his Accuſations of it in General, I de- 
fer d him to inſtance in ſome Particular. After ſome pauſe, he 
at laſt pitch'd upon theſe Words ;, Give Peace in our Time, 
O Lord, becauſe there is none other, &c. God be praiſed, 
by the Courage and Conduit of His Preſent Majeſty, * King 
William, we have the Bleſſing prayd for : but, as the _ 

| | A. 2 ne 


| | | —_ - 
ed Biſhop Stillingfleet ſays to Mr. Baxter, in hjs excelent 
Book of the Unreaſonableneſs of Separation, ox « like occa- 
fron z at this rate ſome Men may want Cauſes to defend, but 
they can never want Arguments. k > 

That I take occaſron in the;ſecond place to. Diſcourſe npor 
the Duty of Thanksgiving, Gratitude at this time more par- 


ticularly obliges me, and all of us of the Reform d Perſuaſion. ___ 


For 'I take it to be paſt all doubt, that we of the Church of \. 
England, ad Protettant Religion, were not long ſince in 
imminent danger of loſing the publick Exerciſe of it. 

In my third and fourth Particulars I aim at the Hanour 
due to the Clergy, upon the account of their Office and ſhew 
that they ought to preſerve themſelves from Contempt, by a 
Demeanour ſuitable to their Sacred Office. That this of ours 
is a deſpicable Deanery of Clergy-Men, we dare challenge our 
greateſt Adverſaries to prove. Biſhop Nicholſon #s'd to call 
it his Beloved Deanery ; and I- hope we ſhall all deport our 
' ſelves ſo as to find the like Approbation in your Lordſhip, our 
Dioceſan. | 

That Sober, Religious and Learned Miniſters ſhould be any 
where deſpis'd, muſt proceed from a groſs and barbarons rude- 
neſs of Men mixt with an Atheiftical Genizs : Wherever 
Mer have been truly well Bred, ſincerely Virtnows and Piows, 
they have paid their due reſpeFs to God's Miniſters. 

That your Lordſhip may long enjoy that Happineſs, where- 
ever you are concern'd, as you juſtly merit it by your Love to 
the Church of England, which among ſundry other Inſtances 
you have ſegnally demonſtrated, in your late Encouragement 
- of the Miniſter of Cirenceſter, is the very hearty wiſh of 
My Lord, | 

Your Lordſhips moft Dutiful 
And Humble Servant, 


ROBERT MORSE. 


XUM 


I Theſal. Chap. V. 17, 18, 19 and 20 Verſes. 


Pray without cefong In every thing give thanks, for thk 
is the will of God in Chriſt Jeſus concerning you. Quench 
. not the Spirit : Deſpiſe not Prophecyings. T2 


HE Occaſion of St. Paw!'s Writing this Excellent 
Epiſtle. to. the Theſſalonians, was the ill uſage 
thoſe among them who had embraced the Chri- 
{tian Faith received, together with their Apo- 
ſtle, who had Preach'd it into their Ears, and by thoſe 
Inftruments of Conveyance (God Blefling the Seed ſown) 
by-. the beſt of, Demonſtrations, and moſt Infallible Ar- 
uments, [rooted it in their Hearts. The hard Treatment 
Giey underwent, was from the Unbelieving Jews, or 
their Adherents, who liv'd in Theſſalorica, or were Inha- 
bitants of ſome part,or other of Macedonia. They were 
none of them at that diſtance,but their Malice and Rev 
would bring them quickly together to Conſult, and effelt, 
if poſhible, the Extirpation of the Chriſtian Religion. 

The Good Apoſtle had dealt very fairly with theſe Be- 
lieving Theſſalonians, and the other Macedoyian Chriſti- - 
41s; he had told them plainly what they muſt truſt to, 
if they were Chriſtians" in reality. "Twas not a Life of 
Eaſe or Lnxury' they were to lead, but ſuch as his own ; 
a Life-of Labour and hard Travel, yet withal alleviated 
by a chearful Spirit, and a thankful Commemoration of 
the Diſciple being like unto his Maſter, and the Servant as 
his Lord, Mat. 10. 25. WithamAffurance, That Suffer... 
ings for Chriſts fake would not laft-for ever but the recom- 

k pence 
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pence of the reward would, which God the Father, through 
the Merits of his Son Chriſt Jeſus, would beſtow upon 
them. | | 

The Perſecutors of the Church, St. Paul knew, would 

flouriſh like a Green Bay Tree for a while, but their end, 
he foreſaw, . without timely Repentance (which he moſt 
earneſtly deſired) would be Infernal Flames; and that 
it would not be long cer the Chriſtians, as 'twas reveal'd 
to kim from Heaven, ſhould havea glorious Deliverance ; 
and after the Storms and Tempeſts of Perſecution, quiet 
Halcyon Days ;, as they had. 
The danger was, leaſt in the interim, upon a timorous 
proſpett of the Trouble that ſhould intervene, they ſhould 
be drawn away from the Profeſſion of the Faith, tur:ing 
afode like a deceitful bow, Pſal. 78. 57. 

As to this Afﬀair, St. Paul was very ſollicitous, leſt his 
labour in the Goſpel ſhould prove in vain upon their ac- 
counts, tho not his own ; as appears from the Third Chap. 
of this Epiftle, ver. 5. Wherefore he ſaw it neceſſary fre- 
quently to put in mind what they were, and what to do. 
To this end may be read what is antecedent and conſequent 
in this Epiſtle to the Chapter where my Text is. 


Pray without ceaſing. | 
In every thing give thanks, &C. 
Nrench not the Spirit. 
Deſpiſe not Prophecyings. 
Which Words are ſeveral ſhort and pithy Sentences of 
Exhortation to Believers, how to behave themſelves in this 
World, * in order to their being happy in another, net 
limited wholly to the Theſſalonians particular circum- 
ſtances, but very extenſive, and reaching all Chriſtians, of 
all times and places whatſoever. 
In the W we have theſe Particulars; 
hh Firſt. 


WAP 
' Firſt, We are poſitively *enjoyn'd the great Duty of 
ks and the Canftancy of it, Pray wide bedfg, 

Secondly, The Duty of Thankſgiving in the like politive 
manner, and how univerſally to be perform'd, and for 
what reaſon 3 [z every thing give thanks ;, for this is the will 
of God in C| - 4 Feſus concerning you. | 

e 


_ © "Thirdh, have a Negative Precept not to quench the 
Spirit 5 which inclaes this Affirmative in it, viz. that of 
reverence the real gifts of good Miniſters, Sound and Ortho+ 


dox Divines: 


Fourthly and laſtly, We are obliged notto deſpiſe Prophe- * 


cyings, which is a negative precept alſo, and contains this 
affirmative, that we ſet an eſpecial value on Genuine In- 
terpretations of the Word of God, the Holy Scriptures; 


meant here by Prophecyings; and conſequently on thoſe 


that make them.  - | 
1. We are here poſitively enjoyr'd the great Duty of 
Prayer, and the conſtancy thereof, Pray without ceaſing. 


We have many Enemies to contend with in this Vale. lÞ 


of Miſery, and Temptations to Sin ; and thoſe ,very po- 
tent, ſubtle, and'enſnaring. Such 1s, Firſt, the Prince of 
Darkneſs, the Devil, with other his;accurſed Accomplices, 
and Eternally condemned Retinue ; partly by that Sublime 
Angelical Nature they are of, and partly by that ſhrewd 
Experience they have gain'd by the indefatigable diligence 
they have usd for. ſome Thouſands of Years together, 
Egged on and Exaſperated by an inveterate hatred to Man- 
kind in general. - For theſe being deſperate Apoſtates them- 
ſelves, and ſeeing a ſecond Creation ordain'd, as it were, 


in direct oppoſition to them, to ſupply the places in Heaven 


by theſe Rebels Eternally loſt, a keen and endleſs Malice 
inflames them to da all they can, to bring us alſo into 
the place of Torments ; where they will not. pity us ; no, 
that will be as far from them as Heaven is: "hell, but 

| | B e427 ' cruelly 


VS. 


| - WF. 
_ cruelly Tyranniſe and In | 
And alſo much Animated they have been to perſiſt in theſe 
their Diabolical Attempts,.by that victory obtained over 
_ Primitive Innocence, whereby their Stratagems have gone 
on with a more fatal ſucceſs over the infirm Poſterity of 
our Lapſed firſt Parents. | 
2. Eelides theſe fierce and implacable Foes, which will 
always be endeavouring to draw us intg Sin, and ruine all 
our hopes of Eternal Salvation, the*World is another 
Enemy that hath a thouſand Gins to intangle us in ; ſuch 
* as, Pride, Ambition, Covetouineſs, Profaneneſs,' Irre- 
ligion, Voluptuouſneſs, Intemperance, and .the like, 
. Which if compli'd with, will draw Men into Deſtruction 
and Perdition. : | 
3. Our own corrupt Fleſh is apt to concur with theſe, 
to hinder us from doing good,and incline us to evil; Hence 


ariſe inordinate Aﬀections, and evil Concupiſcencies of - 


the Mind. So that we muſt needs miſcarty if we rely on 
* our own Strength, and ſeek not out for ſome Aſſiſtance 
more powerful tharour ſelves ; and how is this to be 
ſought, but from our gracious Father in Heaven, who has 
promis'd to be found of them that ſeek Him, if they ſeek 
him with all their Heart, and with all their Soul. This 
muſt be done by Prayer at the Throne of Grace ; and to 
this end the Apoſtle tells us, that we wuſt pray always with 
all prayer and ſupplication in the Spirit, and watch thereunto 
with all perſeverance, Eph. 6. 18. This he had from our 
Saviour, who commands us to watch and pray leſt we 
enter into temptation, Mat. 26. 41. and always to pray and 
. #20t to faint, Luke 18. 1. We muſt pray every where, ſaith 

St. Paul, lifiing up holy hands, without wrath and doubting, 
—— 2 7 

'By this Prayer to God's Majeſty, as we are taught to 
ule it, wefiſtinguiſh our ſelves from Atheiſts and Hea- 
IM thens ; 


ult over us when they have done : | 


F P 


_— 7 
 thensz Tis true the Heathens themſelves, by the Didtates 
of natural Reaſon and Religion, held themſelves obliged 
to one ſort of Adoration or another ; but here was the 
miſchief, their Gods were no Gods; they - 
Worſhipped cgFond Imaginations of their NT ve 
own Hearts, many- times the' work of Pifi® judibric 
their own Hands. | They carved themſelves P99, 
Gods out of ſome ſenſeleſs Stone, or hewed ris aus ſexs inci- 
them out of ſome inanimate Tree ; of part /* favs: 
whereof they made them a- Fire to warm their Hands at ; 
of the other part they faſhioned them Gods to invoke and 
hold up their Hands unto. To this Horace alludes, Serm. 
Lib. x. Sat. 8. © is * 


Olive Truncus eram ficulnws, inutile lignum, 
Cum faber incertis ſcqmmum faceret ne Priapun 
Mahiuwt eſſe Den.” | 


But our Addreſſes are to the right: Obje&t, and Owner, 
God alone; A God that can hear our Prayers, and not 
only can but will ; a God that takes pleaſure in our Ap- 
plications to him, and hath commanded us not to neglect 
it to-our own hurt. We continually ſtand in need of 


. God's Forgiveneſs and Pardon: when we have Sinned 


as, alas! who is there that Sins not ?) we muſt pray 
the averting God's Wrath and -Indignation ; we can- 
not be penitent if we pray not; if we confeſs not our 

Sins, we muſt not expect an Abſolution of them. 
Neither is the whole Duty of . Prayer- conſiſting: of 
Confefltion alone, to expiate for the paſt Offences of our 
Lives; but tis alſo neceffary to be uſed as a Method of 
Prevention for the time to come. This is the Antidote 
tokeep off the infeCtion of all Spiritual Maladies, the omiſ- 
fion whereof is like going out Kiting ma time of _— 

| 2 mic 
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I [i a2: } 
2 mica] Peſtilence, whereby a free Paſſage lies open for the 
EY Contagious Air to inſinuate it ſelf, and caprupt the whole 
Maſs of Blood. The holy Father, and-great Penitent, St. 
Auſtin, confeſſed | it as a juſt Judgment of God once _ 
him, in giving him over to the miſcheif of a prevailing 
tempttion, for having gone out that dayWithout making 
| his Prayer to God, as he ought to have done, and ashe 
uſed todo. It always behoves us therefore, e're we enter 
on our ſeveral Employments, to beleech the favourable 
Influences and Afliſtances of Heaven ; elſe what good Suc- 
ceſs can we look for, when we are out of God's Protection ? 
But with his help what ſhall be able to'annoy us; what 
may ave not obain at his hands by Prayer that is really 
for our Good ? + 

It is a thing that is almoſt Omnipotent, like the God 
that hears it, and whom it is madg unto. Nay it binds 
the Hands of the Almighty himſelf ;. the effeFnal fervent 
Prayer of the righteous availeth ſo much. Thus, for inſtance, 

when the 1ſraclites inr the abſence of Moſes, had made 
them a Gofden Calf, and God was angry thereat, he doth 
as it were ask leave of Moſes, as if he could do nothing 
without his conſent; Now therefore let me alone, that my 
wrath may conſume them, it is a ſtiff-necked People : yet 
when Moſes meekly beſought the Lord, he repented of 
. the evil that he thought to do unto his People and he did 
it not, in the Pſalmiſt words; God ſaid that he would 
deſtroy them, had not Moſes his choſen ſtood before him. in 
the breach, to turn away his wrath, leaſt he ſhould deſtroy thegy. 
Thus Nizeveh was threatned, Tet fourty Days, and Niniveb 


_ © ball be overthrown. This determination ſeems abſolute and 


irreverſible, yet it was not ſo ; for when the Nizevites 
faſted, and prayed, and repented, upon the preaching of 
Jonas, this made God himſelf repent, Jonah, -3. 10. O 
the wonderful Efficacy of Devout Praying ! So the Zea- 
| SE lous 


them into ruine and+ deſtruction. Thus his earneſt 


Entreaties and Tears diſanull'd the ſad meſſage, Set +hy.- 


houſe ir order, for thou ſhalt ſurely dye and not live, for 
we read that'Ggd heard him, angfiadded to his Days 15 
Years, Jſa. 38. 5. 'So True and Mfallible. is the Word 


- of hini that ſaith, Whatever ye ask in prayer, belitving, ye 


ſhall receive, Mat. 21. 22. 


We read-in Exſebius of -St. James the Juſt, how-that - 


his.cuſtom was, to enter Daily into the Temple by him- 
ſelf, and there with bended Knees, to entreat for Grace 
and Remiſſion of Sins unto his People, ds druoxanurar nt 
21d]e aurs Julw xauire, Ne 7. de! xgulew 3H yovu Tegowrerla To Ye, x; 


alrdiger down 76 fap, Enſeb. Lib. 2, c. 23. Infomuch that 


his Knees were hardned like a Camels, into a callous ſub- 
ſtance, by his conſtant uſing to-Pray Kneeling. Which 
I mention not only as an Example of conſtant Prayer, 
but alſo as to the Poſtur@of it, Keceltng, miſerably ne- 


 glefted by the Myjority, even of our own Communion. 


- Thus much for the Uſefulneſs and Neceſlity of Prayer, 
which is of Three Kinds. 


t. Private, in our Cloſets. 

2: Domeſtick, with our,Families. p 

3. Common, with the Church. : 
1. As for Private Prayer; it cannot. be imagined; tha, 

any good Chriſtian ican live a- Day, nor ſcarce an Hour 

without it; ſo many are his Neceſlities, ſo great his In-? 

firmities, and ſo violent his Temptations: And itis not 


to be expreſſed- what good a-ſhort Ejaculation will _ 
ace 
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. - lous Breath: of HezekiaF's: mouth ſcatter'd, like Chaff he- © _ 
fore the Wind, the Numerous Hoſt of a Blaſphemous - 
Sennacherib, 2 Kings, chap. 19. ver.-15. &c. and blew .. 
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duce to a Pious Chriſtian, when for want of. Time, he can 
uſeno longer Addreſs : what Comfort it brings toan hum- 
ble Penitent, though he ſay no more but with the Poor 
Publican in the Goſpel, ſmiting his Breaſt, Gzod be Mer- 
ciful to me a Sinner. Morning and Evening we ſhould 
implore God's Pardon for our Iniquities, his Grace to 
Support us, and us to ſerve Him z, but as for Eja- 
culations, they ſhoi as frequent, I had almoſt (aid, 
as our Pulſe beats, as the Minutes of our dying Breath. 


2, | Family-Devotions ſhould not, unleſs upon very 
extraordinary Occaſions," be paſſed by Morning and Eve- 
ning; - that ſo we may make. a neat Epitome of the 


Church of G OD, in our ſeveral Habitations. Then, 


3- As for Common-Prayers, or the Prayers of the 
Church, they are the beſt of all, eſpecially as we have 
them ; and we ſhould be preſent at them, without cea- 
ſing, as my Text ſays, &hexdlwas, without leaving off; 
not forlaking the Afembling @f our ſelves together for 
this purpoſe. . They are the Publick Prayers of the 
Church, as Expoſitors tells us, that St. Pax/ chiefly means 
in this place, is wn x46, The Words are (St. Lake, 


. Chap. 21, and Ver. 26.) Always, that is upon all Op- 


portunities, eſpecially upon the Lord's Day, and other 


Feaſts and Faſts of the Church. - ;Þ 


And however it may be allowed us at home, to uſe a 
greater and more unconfin'd Freedom of Expreſſion, by 
our ſelves, or with our Families in ſome particular caſes ; 


(though there I think Forms, generally ſpeaking, moſt 


proper to be obſery'd) yet for the Church of God, I 
eſteem Forms of Prayer, and an Eſtabliſhed Liturgy, L 


[ "5 ] 
far from Stinting ofthe Spirit' (as ſame Men would have - 
it, who know not what they mean, or elſe would not 
have other poor ignorant Wretches underſtand) that no- 
thing but wild Diſorder and Confuſion would ariſe 
| us, if every one ( who only fancies himſelf ſaf- 
ficient for the Work) was to be his own, and the Con- 
23.5 rg Prayer-Maker, upon every Return of Divine 

orſhip, who knows not how to Pray with the Spirit, 
and to Pray with the Underſtanding alſo, x Cor. chap. 1 4. 
Ver, 15. | 


_ 


And this may ſuffice for the Duty of Prayer. Only let 
me add this, with all humble Submiſſion to you ( my 
Reverend and Leagyed Brethren of the Clergy) to be- 
ſeech you {till to uſe the Prayers of the Church, with 
ſuch Decency and Devotion, as may ſhew you to have 
truly Pious, and well-aftefted Souls z and-that you Love 
and Admire the Unparallel'd Prayers of the Church, be- 
yond any other Compoſitions . whatſoever : And as for 
the Crude, Extempore Effuſions,pf Enthuſiaſts, that you 
eſteem them to admit of no Compariſon (but what is odi- 
ous) with them. | | | ; 


| Secondly, 1 paſs on now to the Duty of Thankſgiving, 
and the Univerſality thereof, and for what reaſon; of 
which more brietly. | 


The Apoſtle tells us, We raft in every thing give thanks, 
becauſe this is the will of God in Chriſt Jeſus concerning ws. 
Which is as much as to ſay, That we muſt look unto 
God, as. the great Diſpoſer of all the things of this World, 


- and that what He allots, is beſt for us, in General and in 


Particular. If He ordains us Adverſities, Troubles _ 
| : Sick- 


ts 
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Sickneſſes, Patience and Submiſſion will carry ns through 
them; when Murmuring and Diſcontent will not caſe-our 
Load here, but ravate that and our Guilt together ; 
and Repining and ReluCtance finder our preſent Infelici- 
_ ties, will; but conſign ns' to a more itfeverlible State of 
Diffatisfattion hereafter. The Apoſtle tells his ' Theſſa- 
- lonian?, That this is the wHl of God, that they ſhould in 
every thing give Thanks, even in Tribulations and Afﬀi- 
Qions for the ſake of Chriſt Jeſus, whoſe Diſciples they 
were. Rejoice evermore, ſays he, ver. 16. of this Chapter. 


Now thisis the Life of our Religion in all Occurrences, 
to be of a Thankful Temper to our good God, and to 
Adore him for his unſpeakable Gifty the Gifts of Food 
and Rayment, Health, Relations, Friends and Benefa- 
ors ; all the Neceffaries and Conveniencies of this Life ; Hl 
but above all for the means of Grace and hopes of Glory ; 
forthe Purity of the Reformed Religion, and the Benefits 
of the Goſpel Light, which we enjoy in this our Goſber. 

That we are not overwhglmed 'by the Darkneſs of Popiſþ 

Superſtition, by thoſe ſundry and late Attempts that have 

been made to bereave -us of this Happineſs ; that we-are 
. not deprived of the Ineſtimable Priviledge of ſerving God 

.in' ſuch conſecrated Places as this, after the beſt and meſt 

Primitive Modes of Worſhip; that the unjuſtifiable 
Paradoxeseither of Rome or Gezepa are not Tranſplanted | 
Hither : We ought to render thanks, both Miniſers and | 
People, not only with our Lips, but in our Lives. And | 
| that will induce God, when he ſees us thus greatefut to 
him, to continue us in the ftate we are now, Obje&s of 
his Divinz. Favour, in the preſervation of our Church, 
| as it isnow amongſt us Eſtabliſhed, bleſſed be his wonder- 
| ful and moſt Glorious Goodneſs for it. 
| Al 
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All you of our Communion, ought in particular to 
conſider your Felicity in being within the Pale of the 
Church, and that you have not blind Guides to lead you 
aſtray.,you know not whither,till you fall into the Bottom- 


leſs Pit; .that you have ſuch for your Paſtors, as are 


able to confute all Gainſayers, able and willing to inſtruct 
youIn all the neceſſary Points of Salvation, rightly, divid- 
ing the word: of God, and not rending it aſunder, as 
the manner of ſome is; ſuch as Pray for you without 
ceaſing, at home and in the Church 5: ſuch as inſtruft your 
Children in the Fundamentals of Chriſtianity; the Excel- 
lent Church Catechiſm ; and your ſelves, as well as them, 
in the Expoſition of it; ſuch as viſit you in all your 
Diſtreſſes, [and Trials, councel, comfort, ſuccour you ; 
For theſe Bleſſings we ought all to give Thanks, and for 
the enjoyments of the Goſpel without the cruelties of an 
Inquiſition, or the barbarities of an Oliverian ſequeſtration. 
For if the Theſſalonians were in every thing to give thanks, 
and rejoyce in the. Lord always, tho, ſurrounded with 
Perſecutions, much: more we who have no diſturbance in 
our Religion, as the poor AMicted Proteſtants now in 
France and Savoy, and other places have, whom God of 


his All-ſufficient Grace ſupport, God of his Infinite Good- 


neſs in his due time deliver. 
2. I proceed now, after theſe two foregoing pgſitive 
precepts, to one that is negative, which 1s this, Byench not 


the Spirit, including, as I intimated, this affirmative, viz. 


That we reverence the real Gifts of Good and Faithful 
Miniſters, Sound and Orthodox Divines. TheSpirit of 
God does not now adays Operate in an extraodinary man- 
ner, as in the Primitive Times, ſo as to ennable Men, other- 
wiſe Illiterate, as moſt of the Apoſtles were, to ſpeak 


divers'Languages, not taught them the common way. - ; 
| C The 
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The Apoſtles were $w#rd5@;, Inſpired by the Holy 
Ghoſt, and in a more peculiar manner 9w/idzr, Taught 
Immediately by God. The holy Ghoſt deſcended viſibly, 
in Cloven Tongues, like as of Fire, as appears frqp: As, 
Second and Third, from whence this paſſage of AR 
ing the Spirit, ſeems to be deriv'd.. And to Give them 
their due, tho' many Enthuſiaſts boaſt of Inſpiration, 
Extraordinary Call, and Apoſtolical Endowments, to 
qualify them for the Work of the Miniſtery, they pretend 
not to the Gift of Tongues ; here they will grant that the _ 
Spirit 1s {tinted to them, and that they are not abſolutely 
ſo good Linguiſts as the Apoſtles were. 

They have had thoſe among them indeed, who have 
made a vain Oftentation of this gift alſo ; but they have 
been Subtile Popiſh Prieſts in Maſquerade, who in 
Mechanical Dreſſes, have endeavoured to make men believe, 
that they never had any learned Education, and yet that 
they did not want it, as having no leſs a Perſon than the 
Holy Ghoſt himſelf for their Tutor, who has taught them 
the Learned Tongues; but theſe have been deteCted for 
Impoſtors, by trying them in ſuch Languages as they have 
not underſtood. And ſo for the gift of Healing, _ 


the Deaf, Blind, Dumb, Lunatick and Paralytick, an 


EjeCting of Devils, they do not lay claim to them 5 and 
yet one thing, obſerve by the way, they aſſume to them- 
ſelves which is the Gift of Unpremeditated Prayer, and 
yet that is not mentioned amongſt any of the Gifts of the 
Holy Ghoſt, deſcribed at barge in 1 Cor. 12. nor in any 
other: place of Holy Scripture beſide. 

It may be asked then here, What is the Quenching of the 
Spirit now adays? Doth not the Spirit of God work 
till on the Children of Obedience, as well as the Evil 
Spirit on the Children: of Diſobedience? Ep. 2. Hers { 

| "i 
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I Anſwer Yes, without doubt, fo as to affiſt all thoſe 
that uſe honeſt Endeavours, and proper Means, to fit 
themſelves for 'the Miniſterial Fun&tion. But how can 
we once think that God will work Miracles upon ſome, to 
fave them the Pains of Study, 'and the Charges of Educa- 
tion, and forſake others,” that by all poflible care, have 
made it their Buſineſs, and been at great Expence both 'of 
Time, and-npon other accounts, to qualifie themſelves 
for the Embaſſadors of Chriſt Jeſus, 2 Cor. 5. 20. 

For my part (and I doubt not the concurrent Sentiments 
of all unprejudic'd and conſiderate Perſons) I give no cre- 
dit to any that arrogate to themſelves a Supernatural Call _ 
to the Miniftry, With great and profound Humility, we 
Sons of the Church of England, are reddy to acknowledge, - 
That the beſt Men of us all are unable to att any good thing, 
as of our ſelves alone, but our Sufficiency is of God. We 
owe all wecan fay or db well, to the Aid of God's good 
and gracious Spirit, —— with our earneſt tho' 
weak Endeavours. But how unlikely is it, and indeed 
abſard, to imagine, That God ſhould deny us the Bleflin 
of his Holy Spirit, who are always praying for its $an&i- 
fying Influences, kind and benign Aſliſtances, and by in- 
ceſſant Studies, ſtriving to- improve our Talents of Grace, 
Learning and kinowikdee for the Edification of our Bre- 
thren; and beſtow-it in a Super-eminent degree upon 
Perfons who never had any extraordinary Parts,or common 
Ingenious Education, ſo as to enable them to do more 
without any precious Pains, than thoſe who havealways 
been diligent to ſupply themlves with neceſſary Sciences 
of all forts, in order to the great Work of the Miniſtry ? 

Certainly our Heavenly Father hath always been more 
propitious to the ſedulous Endeavours of his Pious Ser- 
vant, - joyning the help of his Spirit with ordinary means ; 
ſach as Learning, Study, Meditation, comparing of Paſ- 
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lages of Holy Scripture one, with another, .Conlulting 
Original Languages, and; the like. This undoubtedly is 
the way to a true Goſpel-Miniſtry, to have ſuch for the 
Guide of Souls, as have has good Education, have been 
ſuch Studious Preparers of themſelves for their Sacred 
* Office, that as it would be preſumption in them inthe 
higheſt degree, to expect Miracles in theſe Days, to make 
them Learned Rabbins extewpore of 1Iliterate, Men, ſo (God 
be praiſed) it js no wile necefſary for them to plead any 
ſuch thing, a3 being quality'd for the Work in the uſual 
Method, as the Nature of our Eſtabliſ'd Church requires, 
viz. by being taught the Learned Tongues in their youth- 
ful Days, Philoſophical Inſtitutions in their freſher Aca- 
demick Gowns (which Philoſophy is juſtly Stiled the 
Hand-maid to Divinity.) and afterward in the Maturity of 


their Judgments, have ſearched into the 'great Truths of 


the Chriſtian Religion, Peruſed- the Councils, Fathers and 
_- Primitive Writers, and the Defences and Apologies of our 
Church, againſt all forts of Oppoſers. . Which by the 
Grace of God will ſtill be done, againſt Atheiſts and The- 
ifs which, I look upon to be as near in their 
Notions, as they' are. in- their Names, if not, many of 
them (though difſembled) altogether the ſame: Againſt 
Socinians, who deny the Lord that bought them, and put 
him to an open ſhame, who, as far as in them lies, make 
Him ſuffer in his Divinity, as he did once in his Humani- 
ty: Againſt Feſuited Romaniſts, and Bigotted Separatiſts 
and Schiſmaticks, of what - Denomination whatſoever ; 
in the mean time ſhewing a Spirit of Moderation, and of 
ſome having Compafſion, making a difference, as St. Jude 
ſpeaks, ver. 22. endeavouring to win them,together with 
the Strength of Arguments, by all the Sweetneſs of Tem- 
per imaginable, Brotherly Love and Reſpect, Neighbourly: 
 Viſies, eſpecially m any AfﬀidQion, extraordinary Emer- 
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gency or Occaſion'; but above all, by the Gravity of our 
portment, and the Luſtre and Ornament of Sober and 
Religious Lives. 
Where there is ſuch a Miniſtry, as God be thanked ours 
; is, And Honour is due ; Divines that have been Epiſcopally - 
Ordain'd, according to the cuſtom of the Church from 
the Apoſtles times, having. been ſtritly examined as to 
| their Abilities before admitted Graduates in the Univerſi- 
7 : ties; afterward, before the Impoſition of Hands for the— 
+ Suſception of Holy Orders, by the Holy Prelates of the 
Church themſelves, or by perſons of Learning and Integrity 
deputed by them, whom they can ſafely confide in for that 
weighty purpole. | | 
Theſe are the Levites that ( as the Scripture ſpeaks ) 
the Laity are not to forſake as long as they live upon the 56 
earth, Deut. 12. 19. ſuch are to be reverenc'd tor their 
works ſake, the Meflage which they came upon, beingao 
leſs than the Reconciliation of Men-to God; the Salvation 
of their unvaluable and immortal' Souls. Which is one 
| great meaning of the »ot quenching the Spirit ; that as the 
| Miniſters of the Goſpel ſhould not by neglect of their 
Office, and ilIneſs of their lifes (which God avert) drive 
off the Holy Spirit from aſliſting them in their Labour,, 
| but keep up Godlineſs and Religion, by devout Praye r 
and good Preaching, joyned with a ſober exemplary Life 
>= and Converſation; ſo where ſuch perſons and gifts are 
| ſeen, none ſhould be averſe to them, ag if they were falſe 
| Prophets; None. ſhould rob them of their Tithes and 
| Dues, which is call'd robbing of God, Malac. the 3d. and: 
v. 8. and ſuch facriligious. Perſons: are ſaid to be curſed; 
with a Curſe in the verſe following ; None ſhould wrong 
them in their good Names, by execrable Lies and Villain-- 
ous Slanders, or any way grieve or miſuſe them.z none 


ſhould be junzens) (2s I may; ſo ſpeak) haters of the Clergy; 
| WAIcn. 
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which yet more than a good many are, but gxounrayt, lovers 
| of the Clergy, remembring that antient obſervation, Nui 
vera fide colit Deum, amat etiam Sarerdotum. He that 
loveth God in ſincerity, loves his Miniſters ſo too; and as 
the Apoltle ſpeaks, /et ws be ſo accounted of, as Miniſters of 
Chriſt, and ſtewards of the Myſteries of God; .1 Cor. 4. 1. 
And that all we that are Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stewards 
of the Myſteries of God, may -be found faithful in our 
ſeveral Stations, which is required of us v. 2 of that Chap- 
ter. May the Good Spirit of God guide and direct us, 
that thus by the goodneſs of our Lives, and foundnels of 
our Doctrine, we may ſave both oar ſelves and them that 
hear us, 1 T7. 4. 16. 

4. - Which introduces the Foxrth and laſt Particular, 
Deſpiſe not Prophecying, i. e. Genuine Interpretations of 
the Word of God, the Holy Scriptures, nor conſequently 
thoſe that make them, ſuch as labour in the Word and DoFGrine, 
asthe Apoſtle's expreſſion is to Timothy, 1 Tim. 5. 17- 

The Holy Scripture is the Rule that we are all to walk 
by, and the Expounding of this, and- the exciting our 
Brethren, ' from the Examples, Precepts, Promiſes, and 
Threats thereof, how to deport themſelves, is oar Mini- 
ſterial Office and Duty. That the word Prophecy is In- 
terpreting Scripture and preaching upon it, is evident from 
the 14 Chap. of the x Ep. to the Cor. v. 1. Follow after 
Charity, and deſgre ſpiritual gifts, but rather that, ye may pro- 
phecy; and v. 3. 4. He that Prophecieth, ſpeaketh* unto 
men to Edification, and Exhortation and Comfort ; he 
that ſpeaketh in an unknown Tongue, edifieth himſelf, 
byt he that prophecieth Edifieth the Church. This was 
our Saviour Chriſt's Prophetick Office, to make known 
the Will of God to-the World, and ſo all' that have m 
any good degree done the like, are {tiled Prophers, all that 
' have Taught men their Duty towards God and man. Thus 
among 
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among the Pagaxs, the Divines who taught them what 
they ought to do, their Prieſtsor Religious Perſons, 
were termed Yates, Prophets. The word doth always 
imply ſuch as are indu'd with a Spirit of foretelling future 
Events, but as Grammarians, informs us, naturally ſigni-_ 
fies no more than a Procarator,0r Prolocutorſpeaking from, 
or inſtead of another, or ating in his ſtead $f as a Pro- 
Conſul is he that ſupplies the Corſul's Place, 7& in Com- 
poſition being the ſame with 9%, Upon this account the 
Jewiſh High-Prieſt was a Prophet to his People, who en- 
tring into the SavFum SandForum, the Holy of Holies, to 
inform himſelf of God's Will, was to reveal the fame to 
the People. In the like Senſe it is that God faith to Mo- 
ſes, concerning Aaron, He. ſhall be thy Spokeſman to the 
People, and he ſhall be to thee a mouth, and thou ſhalt be to . 
him inſtead of God, Exod, 4, 16, That which is: here 
render d Spokeſman, Orator, or Prolocutor, is- Chap. 7. 5. 
Interpreted Prophet. See (faith God) I have made thee a 
God to Pharaoh, and Aaron thy brother ſhall be thy Prophet. 
In the acceptation of ſpeaking from Man to God, Abra- 
ham is call'd a Prophet, Ger. 20. v. 7. where God in a 
Dream ſpeaketh to AbimviJech in this manner: Now there- 
fore reſtore the man his wife, for he is a Prophet, and he ſhall 
pray for thee. Whence may be inferr'd, that the Appella- 
tion of Prophet may be aſcribed, not improperly, to them 
who in Chriſtian Congregations have a dne Miniſterial Call 
to put up publick Petitions for their People, and Admi- 
niſter all the Offices of Religions Worſhip. Now, though 
the Word of God it (elf, in this degenerate Age, is deſpiſed 
by many evil Men, ynder the Notion of Reveald Reli- 
gion, which they are great Contemners of, yet. fince it is 
clear as the Sun, that it is unjuſtly and gronndleſs (no 
Writings whatſoever having, the 'like Anthentick Truth, 
as the Lained Biſhop Stillixgfleet, in his Origizes —_ 
makes 
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fiakes appear) $So' I take thoſe Words to be RefleQion 
{ufficient upon them, and- which ought to be a Terror to 
them, from the Examples of others, as ng 


ſpoken on 
the like occaſion, AFs 13. 41. Behold the deſpiſers, and 
wonder, and periſh. The Deſpiſers of the Ar ate here 
particularly threatned, for dis lieving and reje&ing our 
Saviour's Reſurreion, and other Divine Works fore-told 
by the Prophets long before. And: what if the Rowaniſts 
vilifie this Word of God in compariſon with their Tra- 
ditions, their Fooliſh and Ridiculous Legends (as the 
Phariſees of old) 1s it ever the worſe in it (elf? No, 'cis 
for this very reaſon that they do it, aflign'd by St. John, 
chap. 3. 20. Every one that doth evil hateth the light, neither 
cometh to the light, leſt his deeds ſhould be reproved. And 
as for thoſe that call it a Dead Letter, doubt we not,upon 
'the good evidence we have, but they receiv'd it from thoſe 
Deluders, the firſt Projectors of this rude and ill manner'd 
antick and ridiculous Profeſſion. 

As to us Miniſters of the Church of Exglard, we deſire 
upon all accounts to have the Scripture for our Teſt, 7o the 
Law and to the Teſtimony, as Iſaiah ſpeaks, Iſa. 8. 20. They 
who ſpeak not according to this word, it is becauſe there is no 
tight in them. If the'Scripture be not on'our ſide, let none 
bid us God ſpeed, or wiſh us good luck in the Name of the 
Lord, 2 John 10. Maledidms eft, ſaith St. Auſtin, qui quid- 
piam predicat, preterquam, quod in ene ot legis kx "a 
gelii recepimus. Though an 1, el from Heaven ſhould preach 
otherwiſe, let hint be accurſed, Gal. 1. 8. But (as it hath been 
ſufficiently provd againſt all our Adverſaries) if we a&t 
conſonantly to the Word of God, derive. the Authority 
of our Commiſſion and Doftrine from thence, and live 
accordingly, then are we not to be deſpiſed, but. to be ac- 
counted worthy of a double” Honour ;, then they that deſpiſe as, 
deſpiſe Chriſt that ſet ws, and our-Hqavenly Father that _ 
| im, 
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Him, Luk. 10. 19. Deſpiſe not man but God, who hath gi- 
ven unto us his holy Spirit, 11 Thel. 4.8. | 

St. Pal tells ns, 2 Tim. 3. That the Scriptures are able 
to make us wiſe unto Salvation, through Faith which is in 
pr, of gon : And that all Scripture is given by Inſpiration 
of God, and js profitable for doFrine, for reproof, for correFi- 
| on, for inſtrution in righteouſneſs, that the man of God may 
be perfe@F, throughly furniſhed nnto all good works. 3 ws 8 ar 
%cwr&, The Man of God, that is the Teacher or Preacher 
of the Goſpel, ſent, and authoriſed by God, may by the 
Study of the Scriptures be ſupply'd upon all Occaſions to 
diſcharge his Duty towards Men's precious Souls, com- 
mitted to his care. | | 

The neceſſity of theſe publick Inftruftions from the 
Publick, may be deduc'd from Roz. 10. 14, 15. How ſhall 
they call on him, on whom they have not beliewd £ And'how 
ſhall they believe in Hip, of whom they have not heard ® And 
how ſhall they hear without a Preacher ® And how ſhall they 
preach except they be _ ? Asit is written, How beautiful 
. "are the feet of them that preach the Goſpel of Peace, and bring 
glad tydings of good things ? 

That the Miniſters of our Church are lawfully Com- 
miſlioned, and ſent to Preach the Goſpel, I have ſhewed 
before, as not uſurping the Office of the Miniſtery, but 
having receiv'd the"Laying on of the Hands of the Preſ- - 
bytery, gCnels, the Biſhops, as the Word ſignifies; no 
Interiour Novel Impoſition. 

Which Epiſcopal Order, that it hath been from the 
Apoſtles times, is manifeſt from. the —_ themſelves: - 
For St. Peter was Biſhop of Antioch ; Titus v4. ons | of 


Crete, and Timothy Biſhop of Epheſws. © And we need go 
no further for the proof of it, than thoſe Words in this 
For nl Ver. 12. & 3. where you find my Text; We be- 


fſeec 


you Brethren, to know them which labonr among you, 
D | and 


and are over you in the Lord, and admoniſh you, and to 
” eſteem them very highly in Love for their works ſake. The 
Greek, Words, Teidpera ver, thoſe are ſet, or rule over you, 
ſignifre the Biſhops of the ſeveral Churches in thoſe days, 
call'd in the firſt times Tens, as the Learned Dr. Ham- 
20nd obſerves. As appears then, Preaching was one of 
the Biſhop's principal Works of old, which fince they 
cannot do ſo conſtantly in. all places now adays, their - 
Dioceſſes being ſo large, and their Avocations fo frequent 
upon diverſe accounts, our Church has found it neceſſary 
to have ſettled Parochial Miniſters, who are to be Faith- 
ful and Wiſe Stewards under Chriſt and them, ReCttors or 
Rulers over God's Houſhold, the Church, to give them 
. their Portion of Meat, Spiritual Suſtenance for their Souls, 

in due Seaſon. | | 
Toconclude then, Happy ye Sons of the Tribe of Lezz, 
the Lot of God's own Inheritance, Prieſts of the Moſt 
High God; who like Tiothy, from. your Youth have 
Stady'd the Word of God, and ever ſince made it your 
Employment and Delight together, to Conſult theſe Live- 
Iy Oracles : Here is the inexhauſtible Fountain of Com- ' 
fort, to. which yon Shepherds of Souls are to lead your 
Flocks ; hereare the Paſtures whence you are to Feed thoſe 
whom Chriſt hath Purchaſed with his own Blood ; from 
. this Magazine you are to.Arm your ſelves and others, to 
war 4 good warfare z fight the good fight of faith, and lay hold 
on eternal life: Rence you are mfr, > your ſelves with 
Materials, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks in this Chapter, v.14.where 
my Text is, ,To warn them that are unruly, comfort the fee- 
ble-minded, ſupport the' weak, and be patient towards all 
zzen ;, 1. E: To preſerve your Flocks from the Inroads 
of Wolves in Sheeps clothing, to ſpare no Pains to reduce 
the loſt or ſtragglin OP: from the Example of the good 
Shepherd in the Golpe] bat bore bim on his ſhoulders re- 
| Joicing, 
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joicing, Luke 15. 5. Hence, like Boanerges, the Sons of 
Thundgg, whilſt you proclaim the Terrors of the Lord. 
againſt hardned and preſumptuous Sinners, you are to 
Animate the timerous and weak of Faith, that they deſpair 
not, pouring Oil into their Wounds, and ſhewing them 
what a Gracious God, upon unfeigned Repentance, they 
have to deal with. And as the Apoſtle ſpeaks to the Ga- 
latians, Gal. 6. 1. to reſtore ſuch as are overtaken in a. 
Fault. Brethren, ſays he,-if a man be overtaken in a fault, 
ye which are ſpiritual, n1dpenui, Divines, reſtore ſuch a one 
in the ſpirit of meekneſs. Bleſſed are they, whom the Lord, 
when he cometh, ſhall find ſo doing ; if He come in the 
Second, or come in the Third Watch, bleſſed are thoſe Ser- 
vants; aſffuredly, when Chriſt, the Chief Shepherd ſhall 
appear, they ſhall receive a Crown of Glory that fadeth. 
not away. 


